(about 0.6 M) per adult within the seating area. (The space needed to be kept as
small as possible in order to accommodate the maximum number and to keep pew
rentals down.)
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common presence and so were opposed.

1 Worshippers felt that side galleries became too hot in summer and therefore
excluded.

1 Galleries required the pulpit to be higher.

9 Good proportions for the church were considered to be width half to two thirds of
the length. This proportion in the Carlton Church was about 65% before the gallery
and entrance lobby were added and is now about 75%. This was presumably to
optimise acoustics.

91 Gothic was the preferred style, with the next preference being Norman.

It is not know whether Joseph Reed or the leaders of the congregation selected the
Norman style for the church. However, the fact that the spire and the apse were never
built may indicate that the congregation wanted to avoid what were perceived as
Anglican and Roman features and so chose the austere Norman style. Certainly the
church had almost no decoration.

The mission and church buildings, Neill Street (north) side, from Lygon Street, c1920. From the
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Room, probably built 18887. b. The School room built earlier (note decoration under the
windows and the eaves differ from those of the Beehive) c. The narrow building, that lacks a hip
roof, to the right of the Mission Offices sign and behind the school room. d. The two gable roof
0dzAf RAy3a ¢KAOK $SNBE (GKS mMycwm OKIUONDKOG dzVIRR Ak
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flag flying from its tower. g. The horse and gig may have belonged to the photographer.

The origins

The Construction of the Church of All Nations
150th Anniversary Celebrations

CHURCH OF ALL NATIONS

Origins of the bluestone church

The Carlton Wesleyan Methodist congregation opened its new rendered (stucco) brick
chapel on Sunday 17 February 1861, just ten months after holding the first service on
Easter Saturday 7 April 1860. It was built on the part of the triangular block now
occupied by the brick mission building, referred to as the CAN Centre. It took only six
weeks to build.

However, this was not without some disappointment. In 1855 the Victorian

Government granted land in Brunswick Street to the Wesleyan Methodist Church. In
January 1860, the church asked the Government to exchange its Brunswick Street land
for a triangular site on Lygon Street that they thought was Lot No. 61. This swap was
made in February. However in June 1860, the church told the Government that it did

not intend to request Lot 61 located on the corner of Neill and Drummond Streets, but
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the other side of Lygon Street, has frontages on Keppel and Palmerston Streets. The
request for a further land swap was refused. That site was granted to the Church of
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And so the new chapel was bu
on the current site on the
mission building. In line with
common practice, the chapel
was built so that it could
become the hall when the mairf
church was built at a later date| *
on the large relatively flat area| =
of land on Drummond Street.
The congregation soon outgrey
the 120seat chapel, so its size
was doubled, with the new

church being opened on Sunday —
8 October 1865. The first church, built in 1861, was one of the light
coloured, stucco, brick buildings on the left of this picture,
The enlargement was carried ¢1920. This was doubled in size in 1865 by adding the
out by building another brick  second building. The valley between the two roofs was
gableroofed building nextto ~ supported by one or more columns which appear in an
the first one and removing the interior photograph. The 1870 bluestone church is to their
right. The original brick church was used for Sunday and
Day schools from about 1870. It was demolished in 1932.

)

brick wall between them. Along



the line of this wall, a beam and
one or more columns supported
the valley between the two gables.
People were obviously crammed
tightly into this small building.
Accommodating 240 people in a
building of 13.7 x 9.8 m allows less
than 0.6 nf per person, including
the space occupied by aisles,
lectern and harmonium.

Soon this building was too small,
so the congregation sought, and
received, a loan of £300, allowing
them to ask Joseph Reed to
prepare a design for the new
church. Two months after calling
tenders, they contracted Mr John
Pigdon to build the new 708eat
bluestone church. In the same

month, July 1869, the foundation Lithograph published in th&Vesleyan Chroniclevhen

stone was laid, and 7 and a half tvhe foupdvatio
aKz2ga

months later on Sunday 6 March
1870, the church was opened.
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Norman architecture
The architects Reed and Barnes

designed the church in the Normap

n stone of the church was laid in 1869. It
w2 & S LK
and other parts of the church were not built.

Semicircular arches
are used on most
doors and windows.
The (upper)
clerestory windows

RSaAdy

geometric patterns around openings, surfaces
covered by diapering or other patterns, no spire,
small windows compared with the area of the wa
and a spoked wheel window in the gable end.
Smaller churches had a tower at the ecclesiastic
western end (the opposite end to the altar or
pulpit), which in our case is the main entrance at
the south of the church on Palmerston Street. Th
features were not present in all churches of the
period.

The church design

Joseph Reed's design for the church included a
spire, galleries on three sides, enclosed staircase
on each side of the front portico (porch) and a se
circular apse at the northern end. None of these
were built in 1870. The lack of the spire makes th
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church more consistent with English Norman

churches. The design does not use all the Normamhe tower at the Ecclesiastical West
features mentioned above, but it does have smallend of the church (the main entrance

windows and semcircular arches on most
openings.

The church design guidelines

Many 19" Century Methodists were passionate
'02dzi OKdzZNOK | NOKAGSOIU

facing the pulpit and communion
table) is located at the geographic
southeast corner. In common with
smaller English Norman churches, it
does not have a spire. However,
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additional  sectian,  with_ three

G5hRgPon eakhide, afiZ i IK

design for the Wesley Church, Lonsdale Street, was

revival style. Norman architecture,|a

first announced in 1857 there was much opposition to a Gothic building. Many called it
form of Romanesque, was

were provided to

_ allow galleries to be GKS aYFN)] 2F (GKS o0Slradé IyR NBIIFINRSR A
introduced to England from built along 3 walls of harks back to the early ¥8Century refusal by the Church of England to accept the
Normandy by either Edward the the ~ church. The I LILINE I OKSa (F{Sy o6& (GKS TANRG WaSiK2RAA
Confessor (reigned England 1042 mortar  above  the preaching in Anglican Churches, leading to the split at the end of that century.)

1066) or at the Norman Conquest base of  the

by William the Conqueror (1066). clerestory windows By the late 1860s and early 1870s the trend was towards Gothic. In 186K ddleyan

Late in the 12th Century the fashidn shows more  pink Chroniclepublished a series of articles entitl&desleyan Church Architecturewhich

colour than that
below. The east and
west walls were 1 The building to be adapted to oral instruction, worship and fellowship, rather than
rebuilt down to this for pageantry and show.

level in 1913 because 9 For good acoustics (before electronics) the position of the pulpit and ceiling were
the upper wall had . . . .
important. This led to high, centrally placed pulpits, such as the one at Carlton.

splayed outwards.
1 Pews needed to be spaced to allow people to kneel. They suggested six square feet

began to move from Romanesque principles for buildings were presented. These included:
to the lighter, but more decorated

Gothic style.

Norman architecture, was usually
characterised by sengircular
arches, scalloped capitals on pillafs,




